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11078 CONGRESS
18T SESsTON H. R.

[

(Origingl Signatore of Member)

To provide for a federally sanctioned self-determination process for the people
of Puerto Rico.

IN THI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

*introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Jommittee on

A BILL

T'o provide for a federally sanctioned self-determination
process for the people of Puerto Rico.
1 De il enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLY; TABLE OF CONTENTS. |
(a) SporT Trrne.—This Act may be cited as the
“Puerto Rico Demoeracy Act of 20077,

(b) "Tanr® o1 CoNTENTS.—The table of contents for

~ SN L B W N

this Act is as follows:

Hee, 1. Short title; table of contenis.

See. 2. PFindings.

See, 3. Federally sanetioned process for Puerto Rico’s self~determination, in-
cluding initial plebigeite and subsequent procedures.
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See. 4. Applicable Jaws and other requirements. - -
See. 5. Availability of fundg for the self-determination procoess.

1 SEC.
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2, FINDINGS,
The Congress finds the following:

(1) On November 30, 1992, President George
H.W. Bush issued a Memorandum to Heads of ix-

ecutive Departments and Agencies recognizing that

“As long as Puerto Rico is a territory ... the will

of its people regarding their political status should
be ascertained periodically by means of a general
right of referendum ...”, |

(2) Congistent with this policy, on D‘CCC]]Zlet‘
23, 2000, President William oJ. Olinton issued Bxee

utive Order 13183, establishing the President’s Task

~Tforce on Puerto Rico’s Status for purposes that in-

chuded identifying the options for the terrvitory’s fu--

11

ture political status “... thaj; ‘are not ineompatible
with the Constitution and .ba,sio, laws and policies of
the United States ...”7, as well as'_the process for re-
alizing such options. |

(3) President (tcorge W. Bush adopted Execu-

tive Order 13183 and, on December 3, 2003,

amended it to require that the President’s Task
. q :

Force on Puerto Rico’s Status issue a report ... no

less frequently than once every 2 years, on progress

(35907512)
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“made in thé determination of Puerto Rico’s ultimate -~ -

status.”, _

(4) On December 22, 2005, the Task Foree ap-
pointed by President George W. Bush issued a re-
port recommending that:

{A) The Congress provide within a year for
a federally sanctioned plebiscite in which the
people of Puerto Rico would be asked to xroﬁe on
whether thejf wish to remain a United States
territory or pursuc a constitutionally viable
path toward a permanent nonterritorial status.

(B) If the people of Puerto Rico cleet to
pursuc a permanent nonterrvitorial status, Con-
gress should provide for a subsecquent p]ebigeité
allowing the people _Of Puerto Rico to choose be-
tweén one of the two permanent nonterritorial
status options. Onee a ]]’].‘clj()l'iﬁ}f' of* the people
has sclected one of the two options, Congress 18
ene(')lii:*age'd to beg'in a p'r'oces_s of transition to-
ﬁf&l‘d that option.

(C) If the people of Puerto Rico elect to
remain as a United States territory, further
plebiscites should occur periodically, as long as
a territorial status continues, to keep Congress

informed of the people’s wishes.

{(35807512)
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~ SEC. 8. FEDERALLY SANCTIONED PROCESS FOR PUERTO

RICO'S SELF-DETERMINATION, INCLUDING
INTTIAL PLEBISCITE AND SUBSEQUENT PRO-
CEDURES,

(a) IFirsT Presscorre UnpiEr Tmrs Acr—The.
Puerto Rico State Kleetions Comrnission shall conduet a
plebigeite in Puerto Rico during the 111th Congress, but
not later than Deeember 31, 2009, The ballot shall provide
for voters to choose only between the following two op-
tions:

(1) Puerto Rico should continue the -existing
form of territorial status as defined by the Constitu-
tion, basic laws, and policies of the United States.
If you agree, mark here

(2) Puerto Rico should pursue a path toward a
constitutionally viable permanent nonterritorial sta-

tus. If you agree, mark here

The two options set forth on the ballot shall be preceded
by the I:"o]].(i)\«.vi]:lg statement: Instructions: Mark the option
you choose ag each is defined below. Ballots with more
than one option marked will not be counted.

(b)Y PROCEDURE 11" MAJORITY IN FTRST PLEBISCITE
Favors CONTINURD TRRRITORIAT STATUS.—If a major-
ity vote in a plebiscite held under subsection (a) favors
the continuation of the existing territorial status, the

Puerto Rico State Elections Commigsion shall econduet ad-

AV 10307010307.321 . xml (35007512)
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" (htlonalli’lcblseltoq :'ﬁ;ndef _‘ '%ubbeetlon .(,a) at ,iiit01;ﬂf§llsrr-,f)f.
é,very 8 yea.rs-_from ﬂ1e date that the results of the .]51“1'.01?
plebiscite are certified unless a majority of V(.).t(jS.i.l’L the
prior plebiscite favors pursuing a .-per-manent nonterritorial
status.

(e) PROCEDURE 1TF MAJORITY IN F'TRST PLEBISCITE

Favors PERMANENT NONTERRITORIAL StaTus.—If a

majority vote in any plebiscite held under subscetion (a)

N0~ Y Ut B W

favorg permanent nonterritorial status, the Puerto Rico

—_
<

State Ileetions Commission shall conduct a plebiscite

—_
—_

under this subsection. The ballot on the plebiscife under

—_
e

thig subscetion shall provide for a vote to choose only be-

—
W

tween the following two options:

14 (1) Statehood: Puerto .Rico should be admitted

15 “as a State of the U nion, on equal footing with the

16 other States. If you agree, mark here
17 (2) Sovercign nation: Puecrto Rico should be-
18 come @ sovercign nation, either fully independent

19 from or in free association with the United States
20 under an international agreement that pr'eser'veﬁ the
21 right of each nation to térmi_n.ate the association. If
22 you agree, mark here
23 The two options set forth on the ballot shall be precedéd

24 Dy the following statement: Instructions: Mark the option.
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vou choose as cach is defined héelow. -Ballots with more - -

than one option marked ﬁfﬂl not be eo_u:nt'ed.

'(d)' PERIOD TOR 1I0LDING PLEBISCTPE.——If a major-
ity vote in the first plebiscite under subscetion (a) favors
permanent nonterritorial status, the plebiscite under sub-
section {(c¢) shall be held during the 112th Congress, but
no later than December 31, 2011, I a majority vote in
a plebiseite referred to in subsection (b) favors permanent
nonterritorial status, the plebiscite ander subsection (¢)
shall be held not later than 2 years after the certification
of the majority vote in such plebiscite under subsection
(b).

SEC. 4, APPLICABLE LAWS AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS.

(a) APPLICABLE LAWS.WMI Federal laws applicable
to the clection of the Resident Connniésioner_ of Pucrto
Rico shall, as appropriate and consistent with this Act,
also apply to any plebiscite held pursuant to this Act. Any
reference in such Federal Taws to elections shall be consid-

ered, as appropriate, to be a refercnce to the plebiscites,

~unless it would frustrate the purposes of this Act,

(b IFEDERAL CoUuRT JURISDICTION.—The Federal
courts of the United States shall have exclusive jurisdic-
tion over any legal claims or controversies arising from

the implementation of this Act.
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2. | State El__e_ctib:tié ommission shall ié.sue all rules 'a;r:i:d. regu-
3 lations neceSsary_to carry out the plehiscites under this
4 Aet. | |
5 (d) Errgrinrry.—IRach of the following shall be eli-
6 gible to vote in any plebiscite held under this Act:
7 (1) All eligible voters under the electoral laws in
8 effeet in Puerto Rico at the time the plebiscite is
9 held.
10 (2) All United States citizens born in Puerto
11 Rico who comply, to the satisfaction of thé Puerto
12 Rico State Kleetions Commission, with all Puerto
13 © Rico State Bleetions Commission requirements
14 (other than the lz'esi_('i.oncy requircment) applicable to
15 - eligibility to vote in a general election.

16 Persons eligible to vote under this subsection shall, upon
.17_' request submitted to the Puerto Rico Sté,te lections
18, Commisgion prior to the plebiscite eoneerned, be entitled

19 tb I'eeei\fe an a.bsentée ballot for such ]j)lébi%ﬁ(}. B |
20 . (¢) CRRITFTCATION OF PLEBISCIIE R‘Ias'rm‘s.—’l‘he
21 Puerto Rico State Elections Commission shall certify the
22 results of each plebiscite held under this Act to the Presi-
23 dent of the United States and the Senate and House of

24 Representatives of the United States.
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L) REPORT AFTER-SECOND PrLeniscri.—No later

than 6 months after ,tlle'jjlébiscitce provided for in section
3(0), the President’s Task Torce on Puerto Rieo’s Statu,s
shall .su.bmit a report to the Congress, prepared in con-
sultation with the Governor, the Resident Commissioner,
the President of the Senate of Puerto Rico, and the Speak-
er of the Hounse of Representatives of Puerto Rico, detail-
ing measures that may be taken to implement the perma-
nent nonterritorial status option chosen in the plebiscite
together with such recommendations as the Task Force
may deem appropriate.

SEC. 5. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FFOR THE SELF-DETER-

_MINA’I‘ION PROCESS,

During the period beginning October 1, 2007, and
ending on the date the President determines that all the
plebiseites required by this Act have been held, the See-
retary of the Treasury may allocate, from the funds pro-
vided to the Government of Puerto Rico under section
76562(e) of the Internal Revenue Code, not more tlian
$5,0'00_',0_00 to the State Rlections Commission of Puerto
Rico-to be used for eXpenses of carrying out cach plebiscite
carricd out under this Act, including for voter cducation
materials certified by the President’s Task Foree on Pucr-
to Ri.éo’s Status as not being incompatible with the Con-

stitution and basie laws and policies of the United States. -
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2 Task Force.on Puerto Rieo’s Status as necessary for such

3 purposes.
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